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us the Sun shines, or that Vice is blameable. The
Socinian scheme is in a great measure chargeable with
bringing the Miracles of the Gospel under this cen-
sure : for it prunes away the Christian system till
little is left for the Miracles to attest On this ground
an objection has been taken to the Miracle wrought
in favour of the Athanasians in Hunneric's persecu-
tion, as above mentioned; inasmuch as it merely pro-
fesses to authorize a comment on the sacred text, i.e.,
to sanction a truth which is not new, unless Scripture
be obscure.* Here, too, may be noticed Miracles
wrought in evidence of doctrines already established ;
such as those of the Papists, who seem desirous of
answering the unbeliever's demand for a perpetual
Miracle. Popish Miracles, as has often been observed,
occur in Popish countries, where they are least
wanted; whereas, if real, they would be invaluable
among Protestants.4 Hence the primitive Miracles
become suspicious, in proportion as we find Christi-
anity established, not only from the increasing facility
of fraud, but moreover from the apparent needless-
ness of the extraordinary display. And hence, ad-
mitting the Miracles of Christ and His followers,
future Miracles with the same end are somewhat
improbable. For enough have been wrought to attest

x See Maclaine's Note on the subject, Mosheim, Eccl, Hist
Cent. v. Part ii. Chap. v.   [Vide Essay ii., n. 220, etc,]
4 [This is answered infra. Essay ii., n, 97, etc.]